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WELCOME TO KU LEUVEN 
 
 
Every era starts its own revolution – a leap in progress courtesy of creative minds, sharp thinkers and 
leading researchers. You will meet just that sort of teacher, the ones who provide inspiration and new 
insights, at KU Leuven. If you are curious today, you will have the opportunity tomorrow to find answers 
based on fundamental and applied scientific research. 
 
At KU Leuven, you choose what and where you study: fifteen faculties offer bachelor's and master's 
programmes in Dutch at locations across Flanders, with our English-taught programmes offered in Leuven 
and Brussels. With these two locales, our programmes in English offer bachelor’s students a wealth of 
opportunity. Whether the stately and student-oriented halls of Leuven or the bustling urban environment 
of Brussels, our campuses offer a unique emphasis and approach that ensures an educational milieu 
tailored to meet your needs.  
 
And for those who look beyond borders, KU Leuven offers a world of possibilities. You can, for instance, 
study at a foreign university through our Erasmus+ exchanges. It is a unique experience, one where you 
get to know other people and cultures in a new environment. In addition, the university welcomes a large 
number of foreign researchers, visiting professors, students and PhD students every year that gives you 
a taste of the wider world from the moment you start your studies. 
 
We invite you to explore all the exciting possibilities that lie within. When you discover the programme 
that speaks to you, that ignites your mind and lifts your heart, you'll truly understand our motto ...  
 
KU Leuven. Inspiring the outstanding. 
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A HIGHLY RANKED 
UNIVERSITY

HIGH QUALITY EDUCATION

100 
PROGRAMMES  

IN ENGLISH 
 

6 bachelor’s  
72 master’s  

23 advanced master’s 

That every one of these subjects ranks in the top 100 of their field, 
with half of them in the top 50 world-wide, is truly a mark of honour.

# 1 
# 42 
# 76

63,204 
students

of which 

14,155 
international  

students

declared ‘Most Innovative University in Europe’ 
by Reuters 4 years in a row 
 
 
in the Times Higher Education 
World University Ranking (2022) 
 
 
in the QS World University 
Ranking (2023)

140+ 
different nationalities 

represented  

20+ 
international student 

organisations
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KU Leuven is one of Europe's most renowned research universities. 
It is correspondingly highly ranked in the number of research programmes 

sponsored by the European Union.

WORLD CLASS  
RESEARCH

# 1 

# 4 

# 17

in the European Commission’s 
Marie Sklodowska-Curie Actions 
programme (HEI only) 
 
 
in the European  
Commission’s Horizon 2020 
programme (HEI only) 
 
 
 
in the ERC grants  
programme (HEI only)

FOUNDED IN 

1425 
 

One of the  
oldest universities 
in the world.

VALUABLE CONTRIBUTIONS  
TO SOCIETY

The KU Leuven Research & Development (LRD) 
technology transfer office was one of 
the first in Europe.

149 spin-off 
companies 8,189 researchers  

& professors 6,903 PhD  
students

Last updated: June 2022



A commitment to foundational  
and applied research has earned  
KU Leuven the honour of being 
named most innovative in Europe for 
the fourth time in a row. Follow your 
curiosity at KU Leuven today,  
and find your answers tomorrow.

BELGIUM, THE HEART OF EUROPE 
 
 
Whether as a student or researcher, you’ll discover in Belgium a 
country full of surprising contrasts. A country rich in art, history, 
and architecture. You’ll be treated to its local specialties in a friendly 
atmosphere. Belgian cities have so much to offer to students: 
a cosmopolitan lifestyle, great sport facilities, libraries, bookshops, 
restaurants, cafés, and a dynamic cultural scene. 
 
As an international guest, you might find Belgians initially reserved 
– an impression that will only last until you share a round of beers 
at an outdoor café or make your first visit to a Belgian home, where 
you will be warmly welcomed and well fed. Belgium is also an ideal 
base for exploring the rest of Europe. London, Paris, Cologne,  
and Amsterdam are all a proverbial stone’s throw away. Belgium is 
home to the headquarters of many international organisations  
and companies and is the beating heart of the European Union. 

BELGIUM
LEUVEN
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13 CAMPUSES ACROSS FLANDERS 
 
 
KU Leuven offers degree 

programmes at various 

campuses in 10 Belgian cities, 

including Brussels. 

Six of these campuses  

offer programmes in English. 

The city of Leuven has been 

the focal point of the university’s  

educational mission for 

almost 600 years.  

  
 
www.kuleuven.be/campuses

LEUVENBRUSSELS

10 CITIES 
IN BELGIUM

SINT-KATELIJNE-WAVER

ANTWERP
GEEL

GHENT

AALST DIEPENBEEK

BRUGES

KORTRIJK

7

KU Leuven campuses 
with English-language 
course offerings 
 
 
n  FLANDERS 
n  WALLONIA 
n  BRUSSELS - CAPITAL REGION 
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USEFUL TERMINOLOGY 

As you peruse our programmes, it may help to become familiar with 
the following academic terms: 
 

ECTS 

This is a course credit tracking system used throughout Europe to 
indicate the scope of a study programme (e.g. 60 ECTS) or a course 
unit (e.g. 6 ECTS). The number of credits stands for the total study 
time that an average student has to spend on that course unit in 
order to process it thoroughly: taking lessons, making preparations, 
studying, looking for work, etc. One credit corresponds to 25 to  
30 hours of study time. A package of 60 ECTS or credits corresponds 
to one year of full-time study. 
 

Bachelor’s programme 

Higher education programmes start with a bachelor's degree. 
Each bachelor's programme consists of 180 credits, divided into 
three programme phases of approximately 60 credits each. At the 
university you follow an academic bachelor's degree based on 
scientific research. You will receive a broad theoretical education. 
Your academic bachelor's degree gives you direct access to a 
master's degree. 
 

 

Master's programme 

The master's programme delves deeper into the material you 
studied during the bachelor's programme and offers you the 
opportunity to further specialise in your field. Master's degree 
programmes usually require 60, 90 or 120 ECTS credits. Central to 
the master's programme is the master's thesis, also known as a 
final project or thesis. 
 

Advanced master’s 

This is a specialised master's degree that only admits students  
who have previously obtained a master's degree. Other admission 
requirements often apply to an advanced master’s programme. 
 

Preparatory programme/ 
Bridging programme 

You may need to follow a preparatory programme if your academic 
bachelor's degree does not grant direct access to the master's 
programme you want to follow. The number of credits in the 
preparatory programme will vary and depends on your previous 
education. 
 

Academic year 

The university calendar is organised by academic years. The academic 
year starts in the second half of September and ends on the day 
before the start of the next academic year. 
 

Semester 

At KU Leuven, an academic year is divided into two semesters. 
Each semester consists of thirteen teaching weeks, which may or 
may not be interrupted by vacation weeks. This can differ per 
campus. A semester is concluded with a study period followed by 
a series of exams. If you pass, you can enjoy a long summer 
vacation. Those who have not passed all of their course units can 
retake their exams during the third examination period in August 
and September. A single course unit is almost always completed 
during one semester.

Admission requirements differ per study programme. 
see p. 26

9

BACHELOR'S PROGRAMMES TAUGHT IN ENGLISH 



10



BACHELOR'S PROGRAMMES TAUGHT IN ENGLISH 

11

STUDY IN BRUSSELS 
 
 
An international campus in every respect, located in the capital of Europe. Programmes in Brussels 
are designed to reflect and benefit from an international environment, including law and economics. 
These programmes take advantage of the web of international businesses and organisations to offer 
experiential opportunities that can only be found in Brussels. Students drawn to this campus – both 
Belgian and international – are a like-minded cadre who appreciate the intellectual atmosphere and culture 
to be found in Brussels. In addition to offering students the excitement and challenges of a large city, 
the campus makes every effort to create a close-knit international community where students of all 
nationalities can feel at home.   
 

Capital of Belgium and the European Union 

1.2 million inhabitants 

100,000+ students  

19 municipalities 

Home to 182 nationalities

“I love how you can find all kinds 
of activities, restaurants and 
entertainment options in Brussels. 
It really feels alive, a place where you 
can meet people from all over the 
world to grab amazing food or pursue 
an interesting hobby. Although it is 
a big city, it is easy to get around  
and explore!  

Maira Salazar
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BACHELOR OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 

 

Bachelor’s programme (180 ECTS) 

Today, companies have to find their way in an increasingly complex 
economy. Globalisation has extended markets far beyond national 
borders and technology keeps global commerce moving 24 hours 
a day. Some products and services become increasingly complex, 
while others are becoming obsolete. Consumers demand prompt 
and customised service at the best price. Businesses require 
complex networks of distribution. These are just some examples of 
the issues you will address as a student in the Bachelor of Science 
in Business Administration. 
 
The Bachelor of Business Administration programme is taught in 
English and has a strong international focus. It is both hands-on 
and academic. It follows a practice-as-orientation and science-as-
foundation approach. It teaches you the academic skills you need 
to complete assignments and research and write your bachelor’s 
thesis. You will develop both your analytical skills and your academic 
and professional communication skills. You will learn to think critically 
and to present your findings in a concrete and concise manner. 
 

Student profile 

You are interested in the world of business and are looking for 
a well-rounded programme that provides you with academic 
knowledge as well as hands-on expertise. This programme will 
sharpen your entrepreneurial skills and prepare you for various roles 
in international companies. 
 
Today’s business administrators often use mathematical models to 
describe reality in a logical way. The language of mathematics 
provides powerful tools to describe and explore such models. 
By learning this language you develop skills in recognising structure, 
systematic problem-solving, and checking the plausibility of an 
obtained result. You will also refine your knowledge of mathematics 
in courses such as statistics, economics, financial algebra,  
and econometrics. 
 
We offer a range of tools to help you develop your mathematical 
skills during the academic year, including additional hours, exercise 
groups, and study sessions. 
 

In the build-up to the beginning of the academic year we organise 
a mathematics brushing-up course. The one-week course reviews 
a number of important topics and concludes with an assessment 
test. After this test you receive personal feedback. Information on 
the brushing-up course, including dates and registration, and a 
detailed description of the mathematical topics you are expected 
to have covered in secondary school can be found on our website: 
 

 

Master’s programme 

MASTER OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION (60 ECTS) 

The English-taught master's program in Business Administration 
focuses on management, leadership and corporate social 
responsibility. You will acquire academic knowledge in combination 
with practical expertise, which will lead to various (international) 
management positions after graduation. In addition to a compulsory 
package on leadership (skills) and corporate social responsibility, 
you can adapt your programme to your preferences and ambitions 
via tracks and elective courses. Finally, you will craft a master's 
thesis using the suite of tools you acquire in the Business Research 
Methods course. 
 
More information about the tracks offered in Brussels or Antwerp: 
 

 

Admission requirements 

To be eligible for the Bachelor of Science in Business Administration, 
you must have access to higher education in your home country. 
 
You also have to provide evidence of your proficiency: 

• in Mathematics, by means of a satisfactory SAT, ACT, AP 
Calculus AB or SOWISO OMPT-A test result; 

• in the English language, by means of a satisfactory TOEFL, 
IELTS, CPE or CAE certificate. 

 
For the required scores as well as exemptions from the afore -
mentioned requirements, consult the webpage below. 

Faculty of Economics and Business 

BRUSSELS CAMPUS 

Live Open Day: 11 March, 22 April, 9 September 2023 
Online Open Day: 1 December 2022

www.feb.kuleuven.be/eng/mathematics-bba

www.kuleuven.be/programmes/ 
master-business-administration

Programme admission: www.kuleuven.be/ 
bachelor-business-administration 
General admission: www.kuleuven.be/admissions

http://www.feb.kuleuven.be/eng/mathematics-bba
http://www.kuleuven.be/programmes/ master-business-administration
http://www.kuleuven.be/programmes/ master-business-administration
http://www.kuleuven.be/programmes/ master-business-administration
http://www.kuleuven.be/programmes/bachelor-business-administration
http://www.kuleuven.be/programmes/bachelor-business-administration
http://www.kuleuven.be/programmes/bachelor-business-administration
http://www.kuleuven.be/admissions
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Career perspectives 

Business administrators are managers who can make informed 
strategic decisions in response to economic challenges and 
opportunities. The majority of students continue their education in 
KU Leuven’s MBA programme in Antwerp or Brussels. Although 
many graduates go on to graduate-level studies, the Bachelor of 
Business Administration certainly has value in its own right in today’s 
job market. We are well-equipped to support you in this respect: 
students and young alumni can consult relevant job vacancies 
and internships with the help of our online career platform Career 
Corner. You will also have the opportunity to meet with potential 
employers at job fairs, panel talks or other career activities 
organised throughout the year on and off campus. 
 
As a graduate, you possess knowledge that can be successfully 
applied in a wide range of careers and sectors. Depending on your 
personal interests and career goals, your degree will give you 
access to positions in purchasing, sales, marketing, production 
control, planning and budgeting, financial management and ICT. 
Graduates also find employment in banks and insurance 
companies, join the civil service or one of the European institutions, 
or start their own company. 

Programme 

 

COURSES ECTS 

STAGE 1                                                                         60 

Financial Accounting                                                           6 
Financial Institutions and Markets                                       6 
Management                                                                      6 
Management Project 1                                                       6 
Research Methods 1                                                          3 
Statistics for Business 1                                                     3 
Mathematics for Business                                                  6 
Managerial Economics                                                       6 
Philosophy                                                                          3 
Psychology                                                                         3 
Introduction to Law                                                            6 
English                                                                                6 

STAGE 2                                                                        60 

Financial Statement Analysis                                               3 
Strategic Management                                                       3 
Personnel and Organization3                                               6 
Operational Management                                                   3 
Marketing2                                                                          6 
Management Project 2                                                       6 
Research Methods 2                                                          3 
Statistics for Business 2                                                     3 
Introduction to Methods in Operational Research               3 
Macro-economics and Economic Policy                             6 
Economic Sociology                                                           3 
Corporate Law and Accounting                                          3 
Languages1                                                                         6 
Elective modules3, 4: 
- Languages and Management                                           6 
- European Studies                                                             6 

STAGE 3                                                                         60 

Management Accounting                                                    3 
Corporate Finance                                                              6 
Entrepreneurship and Business Planning                            3 
Principles of Taxation                                                          3 
ICT Management                                                                6 
Multinationals and European Institutions                             6 
Research Methods 3                                                          6 
International Economics                                                     3 
Economics and Ethics                                                        3 
Languages1                                                                                                                         3 
Elective modules3, 4: 
- Languages and Management                                           9 
- European Studies                                                             9 
Bachelor’s Thesis: 
- Business Project                                                              6 
- Career Development                                                        3

1 English and one foreign language are obligatory. Students who take up 
the elective module 'Languages and Manage ment' can choose a second 
language. 

2 Language immersion track French: students can choose to take up courses 
equivalent to ‘Marketing’ and ‘Personnel and Organization’ in French at 
the Université Saint-Louis - Bruxelles. 

3 Students choose one elective module and take up 15 ECTS from the 
same module. 

4 Certain courses can be replaced by an internship or by a validated Summer 
School. A foreign language course may be replaced by a validated 
Summer School provided it is taught in the language concerned.

BACHELOR'S PROGRAMMES TAUGHT IN ENGLISH 
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BACHELOR OF BUSINESS ENGINEERING 

 

Bachelor’s programme (180 ECTS) 

The Bachelor of Science in Business Engineering is a joint 
programme organised by the Faculty of Economics and Business 
of KU Leuven and the Faculty of Economics, Social and Political 
Sciences and Communication of the Université Saint-Louis – 
Bruxelles. Both institutions are situated in the heart of the city, 
near Brussels Central Station. Students will attend courses and take 
exams at both institutions and obtain a joint degree. 
 
In the Business Engineering programme, you will focus on 
managing and optimising business processes. You will become 
acquainted with business economics as well as the different functional 
domains in companies (e.g. accountancy, financial management, 
marketing, operations management, human resources management, 
strategic management). You will learn how a company operates on 
a daily basis and how its processes are organised. Designing 
business processes is often at the core of the business engineer’s 
activities, e.g. in companies looking to launch a new production 
process, optimise it or make their service process run more 
efficiently. In doing so, you will pay attention to human behaviour 
and the social phenomena that determine the way we think and 
act. As you need to know how the economic world surrounding  
the organisation works, you will learn about important economic 
concepts and methods through economic analysis. Topics dealing 
with law and tax regulations are also a crucial part of the 
programme, seeing they can have a major impact on business. 
 
In addition to advancing your managerial skills, you will also sharpen 
your analytical skills. You will master the necessary mathematical 
and statistical techniques to analyse business problems and work 
out optimal solutions (e.g. staff planning, organisation of a production 
process, sales predictions for the next quarter, measuring the 
impact of an advertising campaign). Considering information is more 
important than ever, you will also acquire a solid background in ICT 
skills and information management. As a business engineer,  
you need to know how companies can manage and analyse 
information. After an introduction to natural and applied sciences, 
you will understand critical technological processes and are able to 
assess the impact of innovation on companies, their environment 
and sustainability. 
 
The combination of business economics, quantitative methods and 
technology offers you the opportunity to develop a unique multi-
disciplinary approach towards business, which makes the Business 
Engineering programme extremely relevant in today’s world. 

The Bachelor of Science in Business Engineering programme also 
has a strong international focus. Students can participate in 
exchange programmes with numerous partners both within and 
outside Europe. 
 

Student profile 

You have a fascination for the roles various business domains play 
in organisations and into the economic world surrounding 
organisations; 

• You are eager to master a very broad set of mathematical and 
statistical techniques to analyse and solve business problems; 

• You want to acquire a solid background in ICT skills and 
information management; 

• You wish to develop a business perspective on science and 
engineering; 

• You see learning and working in a multicultural team as a 
personal asset; 

• You wish to study in the vibrant international and multicultural 
city of Brussels; 

• You aspire to grow into international management positions in a 
multinational, an SME, a non-profit or governmental organisation. 

 

Master’s programme 

MASTER OF BUSINESS ENGINEERING 

The Master of Business Engineering is organised at our campus in 
Leuven. Next to a core programme that builds advanced science-
based and interdisciplinary insight into how business operate, 
it gives each student the chance to pursue their own interests and 
professional aspirations through the choice of a major and a minor. 
 
Majors offered include Accounting and Financial Management,  
Risk and Finance, Marketing, Production and Logistics, Data 
Science and Business Analytics, Industry, Global Value Chains and 
New Technologies, Technology and Entrepreneurship. 
 

Admission requirements 

To be eligible for the Bachelor of Science in Business Engineering, 
you must have fulfilled the requirements to access higher education 
in your home country. 
 
In addition, you must provide evidence of your proficiency in: 

• mathematics, by means of satisfactory AP Calculus AB or 
SOWISO OMPT-D test results; 

• English language, by means of a satisfactory TOEFL or IELTS 
certificate, a CPE certificate or a CAE certificate. 

 

Faculty of Economics and Business 

BRUSSELS CAMPUS 

Live Open Day: 11 March, 22 April, 9 September 2023 
Online Open Day: 1 December 2022
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For the required scores as well as exemptions from the aforementioned 
requirements, consult the webpage below. 
 

 

Career perspectives 

After obtaining the Bachelor's degree in Business Engineering,  
you can continue your studies in this field by completing the Master’s 
degree in Business Engineering. However, you are also prepared 
for many other master's degrees in Economics and Business with 
a strong quantitative focus. 
 
A degree in Business Engineering opens many doors in a wide 
range of sectors. Generally speaking, business engineers take up 
managerial functions in various business domains, including,  
but not limited to, marketing and finance. They usually start their 
careers taking on expert positions within companies (e.g. banking 
and insurance, ICT, telecom, logistics), in research or in consulting 
services and move up to executive functions. 
 
Clearly, with a degree in Business Engineering, you are fit to join 
management in any department of a company or organisation. 
Moreover, a business engineer’s unique profile is very much 
appreciated by companies in Belgium and abroad. Thanks to 
language courses and many opportunities to train your language 
skills at a foreign partner institution, you will be prepared to embark 
on an international career. 

Programme  

 

COURSES ECTS 

STAGE 1                                                                         60  

Economics I                                                                        5 
Economics II                                                                       6 
Introduction to Financial Markets                                        4 
Financial Accounting A                                                       3 
Financial Accounting B                                                       3 
Marketing                                                                           6 
Introduction to Law                                                            6 
Mathematics for Business Engineers I                                 6 
Mathematics for Business Engineers II                                6 
Foundations of Business Information Management             4 
Global Economic History                                                    5 
English 1                                                                            3 
English 2                                                                            3 

STAGE 2                                                                         60 

Microeconomics                                                                 6 
Human Resource Management                                          5 
Financial Statement Analysis                                               3 
Corporate Law and Accounting                                          3 
Production and Logistics Management                               6 
Linear Optimisation                                                             3 
Probability Theory and Descriptive Statistics                       3 
Statistics for Data Science                                                  6 
Software Development                                                       3 
Conceptual Physics with Technical Applications                 6 
Electronic Circuits, Systems and Data Processing              5 
Geopolitics                                                                         5 
Spanish 1 – German 1 – Dutch 1 – French 11                     3 
Spanish 2 – German 2 – Dutch 2 – French 21                     3 

STAGE 3                                                                         60 

Macroeconomics                                                                5 
Business Project                                                                 6 
Management and Strategy                                                 5 
Management Accounting                                                    3 
Corporate Finance                                                              5 
Operations Research                                                          6 
Business Information Systems                                            6 
Econometrics                                                                     3 
Materials: Properties, Selection and Sustainability               5 
Ethics and the Economy                                                     5 
Spanish 3 – German 3 – Dutch 3 – French 31                     3 
Elective Courses                                                                 8

1 You will take one language choice from the second bachelor year onwards. 
The language of your secondary school diploma cannot be chosen.

BACHELOR'S PROGRAMMES TAUGHT IN ENGLISH 

Programme admission: www.kuleuven.be/ 
bachelor-business-engineering 
General admission: www.kuleuven.be/admissions

http://www.kuleuven.be/programmes/bachelor-business-engineering
http://www.kuleuven.be/programmes/bachelor-business-engineering
http://www.kuleuven.be/programmes/bachelor-business-engineering
http://www.kuleuven.be/admissions
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BACHELOR OF APPLIED LINGUISTICS 

 

Bachelor’s programme (180 ECTS) 

As a critical and articulate citizen, are you eager to help build  
the Europe of the 21st century? You can, but only if you understand 
the languages and cultures that have shaped Europe. In the 
English-taught Bachelor of Applied Linguistics programme, you will 
become a multilingual language specialist. You will learn about 
two languages in all their facets, including their cultural contexts. 
You will discover how language functions and inspires, and how you 
can use it to communicate purposefully and strategically.  
 
If you really want to understand multilingual communication, 
you need a solid academic foundation. In the programme, you will 
discover research into language structure, the social meaning of 
language and language variation, language contact and transfer, 
and multilingualism in literature and culture.  
 
You will also learn about the history and institutions of Europe, 
its culture and how multilingualism and diversity are at its core. 
Throughout the programme, you will dive into Brussels – the 
throbbing heart of Europe – to discover it from the inside out. 
In your final year, you will discover Europe from the outside in and 
spend a full semester abroad with one of our exchange partners.  
 
This international programme in cosmopolitan Brussels offers you 
more than just learning about the fascinating diversity of European 
languages, cultures and visions: you will get to experience them 
every single day, on the streets and on campus. 
 
 

Student profile 

Languages are your passion. You want to explore the linguistic and 
cultural wealth of Europe to its fullest and actively engage with 
languages. You see yourself taking on a role as a multilingual 
language specialist in an international or multilingual organisation or 
institution. You will follow the programme in English: we expect 
a starting level at B2 of the European Common Framework of 
Reference for Languages. For the other languages, you can start 
from scratch.

Master’s programme 

MASTER OF MULTILINGUAL COMMUNICATION: 
CROSS-CULTURAL COMMUNICATION MANAGEMENT 

How can organisations and companies facilitate multilingual 
communication between people of different cultures? Throughout 
this English-taught Master's, you will gain insights into how 
multilingualism and communication processes take shape within 
organisations, as well as which (digital) tools are needed to facilitate 
this. You will take your language skills to the next level in a thorough 
language and communication training in English and one other 
language (German, French, Dutch or Spanish). You will learn how 
to debate, negotiate and write texts for online and social media in 
these languages, and an internship will grant you immediate access 
to professional practice. You will also focus on a global region  
(e.g. Latin America or Asia) in which professionals will immerse you 
whilst you develop a case study as a facilitator of intercultural dialogue. 
 

Admission requirements 

To be eligible for the Bachelor of Applied Linguistics you must 
have access to higher education in your home country. You also 
need to provide evidence of your proficiency in English through a 
satisfactory ITACE, TOEFL, IELTS, CPE or CAE certificate. 
 

Career perspectives 

The Bachelor of Applied Linguistics opens the doors to a labour 
market in which multilingual professionals are in high demand, 
particularly when they can rely on a thorough insight into how 
(intercultural) communication works and how language and society 
feed into one another. Through your choice of Master’s programme 
you can further focus your training to prepare for specific sectors 
or functions.   

Faculty of Arts 

BRUSSELS CAMPUS 

Live Open Day: 11 March, 22 April, 9 September 2023 
Online Open Day: 1 December 2022
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Programme  

The Bachelor of Applied Linguistics is an English-taught programme. 
You will choose two languages from amongst German, English, 
French, Dutch and Spanish. Throughout the programme, theory 
and practice are in constant dialogue with each other. You will start 
the final stage with a semester abroad. After that, you’ll be able to 
focus on a specialisation module and a multilingual project in which 
all the competencies of the programme converge.   

COURSES ECTS 

STAGE 1                                                                         60  

Academic skills 
Academic skills I: Genre Acquisition                                    6 
Historical Introduction to Philosophy                                   3 

Europe 
Institutional History of the EU                                              3 
The Idea of Europe: History and Contexts                           6 

Linguistics 
Linguistics: Foundations                                                     6 

Language Learning 
(students select two language modules of six courses each) 
Language 1 (DE, EN, ES, FR, NL) 
- Language 1: Language learning: Theory I                         6 
- Language 1: Language learning: Practice I                       6 
- Language 1: Language learning: Culture I                        6 

Language 2 (DE, EN, ES, FR, NL) 
- Language 2: Language learning: Theory I                         6 
- Language 2: Language learning: Practice I                       6 
- Language 2: Language learning: Culture I                        6  

STAGE 2                                                                         60 

Academic skills 
Academic skills II: Information Management                       6 

Europe 
European Literature & Culture                                             6 
Multilingualism & Diversity in Europe                                   6 

Linguistics 
Linguistics: Research                                                          6 

Language Learning 
(students select two language modules of six courses each) 
Language 1 (DE, EN, ES, FR, NL) 
- Language 1: Language learning: Theory II                        6 
- Language 1: Language learning: Practice II                      6 
- Language 1: Language learning: Culture II                        6 

Language 2 (DE, EN, ES, FR, NL) 
- Language 2: Language learning: Theory II                        6 
- Language 2: Language learning: Practice II                      6 
- Language 2: Language learning: Culture II                        6

COURSES ECTS 

STAGE 3                                                                         60 

Academic skills 

Academic skills III: Data analysis                                         6 
Religion, Meaning, and Worldview                                      3 

Language & Europe: Specialisation Modules 
(students select one module of two courses) 
Literature, Culture & Transfer in Europe 
- Plurilingual Literature                                                        6 
- Cultural Transfer in Europe                                               6 

Comparing Language Structures 
- Typological Perspectives                                                  6 
- Historical Perspectives                                                     6 

Language and Society 
- Trends and Innovations in Sociolinguistic Research          6 
- The Language of Inclusion                                               6 

Multilingual Project 
(students select one of these courses) 
Discover linguistic heritage in Belgium                                9 
Adopt a tour guide approach to Brussels                            9 
Become an ambassador for your BA programme               9 

Semester abroad                                                            30 
Students who do not take a semester abroad follow an 
alternative programme for the semester abroad consisting 
of subjects from a selected list.

BACHELOR'S PROGRAMMES TAUGHT IN ENGLISH 

This English-language programme is pending approval from the Flemish 
government. You can find the most recent information at: 
www.kuleuven.be/bachelor-applied-linguistics

http://www.kuleuven.be/bachelor-applied-linguistics
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STUDY IN LEUVEN 
 
 
Leuven is a university city where the student experience stands central. As the oldest, largest and most 
academically diverse of our campuses, Leuven attracts a diverse set of international students following 
a wide array of academic pursuits. The large international student community in Leuven revolves around 
the Pangea intercultural meeting centre but extends to every corner of this historic campus. From this 
flows a student life rich in possibility, from the quiet and calm of the university libraries to the lively 
comradery of our student clubs. Students in Leuven also take part in an expansive intellectual environment 
that includes working with some of the most innovative companies in Europe, many of them spin-offs 
from KU Leuven itself. Students from very diverse educational backgrounds live in Leuven in relatively 
close quarters. Leuven can therefore justifiably be labelled a true university town. 
 

Capital of the province of Flemish Brabant 

A stone’s throw away from Brussels 

102,152 inhabitants 

55,000+ students  

Home to 160+ different nationalities

“Leuven combines the best 
of two worlds. The city is 
steeped in history and rich in 
culture, but also welcoming 
to internationals and 
innovation oriented.” 

Gero Höhn
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BACHELOR'S PROGRAMMES TAUGHT IN ENGLISH 
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BACHELOR OF EUROPEAN STUDIES 

  

Bachelor’s programme (180 ECTS) 

In this unique joint programme organised by eight universities 
within the Una Europa Consortium, you study the fundamental 
aspects and values of the European Union as well as European 
states and societies. Adopting a multi disciplinary approach, 
you reflect on the role of Europe in the world and master research 
skills needed to analyse key issues related to Europe. Our extensive 
mobility programme will not only teach you about Europe but 
also expose you to the lived experience of unique European 
environments and cultures. 
 
TRULY INTERNATIONAL  

You choose two to three destinations out of eight countries. 
A compulsory winter school allows for additional short-term blended 
mobility. Immersing yourself in different European cultures, you will 
develop transversal skills that are high in demand both in domestic 
and international work environments.  
 
TRULY YOU  

Thanks to the many options, you can tailor the programme to fit 
your needs, interests and aspirations.  
 
TRULY MULTIDISCIPLINARY  

After a joint multidisciplinary curriculum, you choose a major and a 
minor out of seven fields of study, benefiting from the in-house 
expertise of all partner universities. You are also encouraged to take 
up an internship in order to enrich your professional experience.  
 
TRULY MULTILINGUAL  

At the end of the programme you master a second European 
language, in addition to English, acquiring for yourself clear added 
value on the European labour market. 
 
Throughout the programme, you will be enrolled in a 'start 
university' and a second (and possibly a third) university, depending 
on the pathway you choose.  

• Semester 1 & 2: you always reside in your start university.  
• Semester 3: you either stay at your start university or you already 

go to your second university.  
• Semester 4 & 5: you always reside in your second university.  
• Semester 6: you either stay in your second university or you go 

to a third university. If you choose to go to your second university 
in semester 3, then you can also choose to return to your start 
university in semester 6.  

This way you will always reside at least three semesters away from 
your start university. 
 

Student profile 

• Are you interested in Europe? 
• Do you want to know more about Europe’s past and present? 

Have you ever thought about the relationship between Europe 
and other parts of the world? 

• Do you look for a programme that provides you with truly 
multidisciplinary knowledge on Europe? 

• Are you also looking for a programme which offers you tailor-
made disciplinary specializations in philosophy, law, economics, 
history, politics, international relations and linguistics, and which 
prepare you for your future studies?  

• Do you want to benefit from truly transnational European mobility 
and take courses in up to three different outstanding European 
universities during your bachelor studies?  

• Do you like to study with other students from all over Europe and 
the world? 

• Do you consider a future career in the context of international 
organizations, the European Union, national public services and 
diplomacy, the private business sector, think tanks and interest 
groups, or non-governmental organizations? 

 
Then you are the student we're looking for! 
 

Master’s programme 

The Bachelor of Arts in European Studies can lead to many different 
master's programmes, depending on the university in which you 
will enrol. The list below is a short selection of potential master's 
programmes. Visit www.jointbaes.eu for more detailed information.  
 
KU LEUVEN  
• Master of European Studies: Transnational and Global Perspectives 
• Master of Criminology 
• Master of International Business Economics and Management 
• Et al. 

ALMA MATER STUDIORUM UNIVERSITÀ DI BOLOGNA 
• Master in Legal Studies 
• Master in Interdisciplinary Research and Studies on Eastern Europe 
• Master in International Relations 
• Et al. 

UNIVERSIDAD COMPLUTENSE DE MADRID 
• Master in European Union and the Mediterranean: Historical, 

Cultural, Political, Economic and Social Basis 
• Master in Parliamentary Law, Elections and Legislative Studies 
• Joint Master in European Intercultural Studies 
• Et al. 

Faculty of Social Sciences 

LEUVEN CAMPUS 

Live Open Day: 22 April, 2 September 2023 
Online Open Day: 1 December 2022
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UNIWERSYTET JAGIELLONSKI W KRAKOWIE 
• Master in European Studies 
• Master in International Relations and Public Diplomacy 
• Master in International Security and Development 
• Et al. 

FREIE UNIVERSITÄT BERLIN 
• Master Politikwissenschaft 
• Master Politikwissenschaft - Affaires Internationales/Affaires 

Européennes (German-French double programme with Sciences 
Po Paris) 

• Master in Global History (with Humboldt University Berlin) 
• Et al. 

HELSINGIN YLIOPISTO/HELSINGFORS UNIVERSITET 
• Master in European and Nordic Studies  
• Master in Russian Studies 
• Master in Changing Education 
• Et al. 

UNIVERSITÉ PARIS 1 PANTHÉON-SORBONNE 
• Various master's programmes in humanities and social 
• Et al. 
 

Admission requirements 

To be eligible for the Bachelor of Arts in European Studies, you must 
have fulfilled the requirements to access higher education in your 
home country.  
 
In addition, you must provide evidence of your proficiency in:  

• English language, by means of a satisfactory TOEFL or IELTS 
certificate, a CPE certificate or a CAE certificate.  

 
For the required scores as well as exemptions from the afore -
mentioned requirements, consult the programme website. 
 

 

Career perspectives  

The Bachelor of European Studies grants access to multiple 
master's programmes in Social Sciences, Cultural Studies, Arts, 
Economics, Law and Philosophy. As a bachelor of European 
Studies, you will have a deep understanding of the complexities of 
Europe and European organisations, which have become 
increasingly important in the context of ever-deeper European 
integration and globalisation. In addition, students will develop a full 
suite of transversal skills acquired through intra-European mobility, 
language skills and group work carried out in a multicultural context.  

You will therefore be ideally placed to take on key positions in a wide 
variety of leading international companies and organisations. 
In additional to Europe-focused organisations, European studies 
graduates are attractive candidates for national and subnational 
public services, transnational consultancy and lobby groups, 
national economic sectors, cultural sectors and news organisations. 
 

Programme  

BACHELOR'S PROGRAMMES TAUGHT IN ENGLISH 

Programme admission: www.jointbaes.eu/apply 
General admission: www.kuleuven.be/admissions

COURSES ECTS 

YEAR 1                                                                           64 

SEMESTER 1                                                                  32 
European Cultures and Societies                                      10 
Language - part 1                                                               4 
Intro. to History                                                                   6 
Intro. to Politics                                                                   6 
Intro. to Economics                                                            6 

SEMESTER 2                                                                  32 
Intro. to Economics of the EU                                             4 
Language - part 2                                                               4 
Intro. to Law                                                                       6 
Intro. to Philosophy                                                             6 
Qualitative & Quantitative Methods                                     6 
Research Track 1                                                                6 

YEAR 2                                                                           58 

SEMESTER 3                                                                  28 
European Integration                                                        10 
Intro. to EU Law & International Law                                   6 
Intro. to International Relations                                           4 
Research Track 2                                                                8 

SEMESTER 4                                                                  30 
Major Course 1 or lnternship                                              6 
Major Course 2                                                                 12 
Major Course 3                                                                 12 

YEAR 3                                                                           58 

SEMESTER 5                                                                  30 
Major Course 4                                                                 18 
Major Course 5 or Major Course 5a & lnternship               12 

SEMESTER 6                                                                  28 
Major Course 6                                                                 18 
Bachelor Thesis Laboratory                                                4 
Bachelor Thesis                                                                  6

http://www.jointbaes.eu/apply
http://www.kuleuven.be/admissions
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BACHELOR OF ENGINEERING TECHNOLOGY 

 

Bachelor’s programme (180 ECTS) 

The common thread in our lives today is technology. Technology 
can make the world a better, safer, healthier, faster and more 
interactive place. From the smartphone in your pocket to the bridge 
you cycle on, scanners in the hospital, a sports cap of a water bottle, 
the new medicines that save lives and the helping hand of a robot. 
 
An engineer is a problem solver par excellence. You develop 
technological applications that are used in daily practice. However, 
you also solve very specific problems in a company, for example 
how to recycle waste. With every new project, whether it is an 
innovative project or the improvement of existing processes, an 
engineer takes into account preconditions such as sustainability, 
price, quality and regulations. 
 
From the start of your bachelor’s programme, you will get an optimal 
mix of theory and practice. It is the only way to learn how to tackle 
technological challenges in a methodical way. You will learn from 
our innovative research and the companies with which we 
collaborate. The programme provides you with specific technology 
knowledge and skills. You will also be trained to think and act 
critically. In order to work smoothly in the business world, you will 
acquire various social and communication skills 
 

Student profile 

• You enjoy developing and implementing innovative ideas as 
well as improving existing solutions 

• You are eager to find solutions for specific challenges in a 
business environment 

• You like to put theory into practice 
• You have an eye and ear for major global challenges: climate, 

poverty, healthcare ... 
• You have an entrepreneurial mindset 
• You are willing to develop excellent communication and 

management skills and love working in team 
 

Structure 

The bachelor’s programme offers some freedom of choice:  
 
• The entire bachelor’s programme covers 180 ECTS. 
• The first bachelor’s stage covers a generic engineering training 

for all students. It consists of basic sciences, introductions to the 
various technologies, a number of broadening courses and the 
Engineering Experience projects. The generic engineering training 
partly continues in the second and the third bachelor’s stage.  

• In the second bachelor’s stage, you select a specialisation: 
Chemical, Electromechanical or Electronics and ICT Engineering 
Technology.  

• In the third bachelor’s stage, you will choose a specific option 
within your specialisation.  

• Each specialisation gives direct access to the subsequent 
master’s programme. The specialisation and the option you 
choose during the bachelor’s programme determine the master’s 
programmes to which you may proceed. 

 

Master’s programme 

After completing your bachelor, your chosen specialisation grants direct 
access to the subsequent master’s programme. The specialisation 
and the option you choose during the bachelor’s programme 
determine the master’s programmes you may proceed to. 
 
MASTER IN CHEMICAL ENGINEERING TECHNOLOGY 

This master’s programme provides in-depth, interdisciplinary 
training in chemical engineering as practiced in various contexts 
and sectors. You learn to design, execute, test and improve industrial 
processes in a chemically and technologically responsible way.  
The curriculum includes courses in the fields of socio-economics 
as well as chemical technology, chemical process technology, 
industrial process technology, surface chemistry, environmental 
technology etc. 
 
MASTER IN BIOCHEMICAL ENGINEERING TECHNOLOGY 

This master’s programme provides in-depth, interdisciplinary 
training in biochemical engineering as practiced in various contexts 
and sectors. Particular areas of focus include food science, 
biomedical sciences, pharmaceutical sciences and environmental 
sciences. In addition to fundamental (bio)chemical/scientific 
coursework, the curriculum includes coursework in socio-
economics and biotechnology. 
 
MASTER IN ELECTROMECHANICAL ENGINEERING 
TECHNOLOGY 

Mechanical design and energy conversion are the cornerstones of 
this programme. Mechanical design begins with an idea, which is 
then shaped in a graphical design and executed into a finished 
product through a choice of materials, simulation and production 
techniques. 

Faculty of Engineering Technology 

GROUP T LEUVEN CAMPUS 

Live Open Day: 25 March, 2 September 2023 
Online Open Day: 1 December 2022
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Energy conversion is aimed at all aspects of energy efficiency in this 
process and ranges from electrical controls and automation to 
thermal power plants, combustion engines, etc. Depending on your 
interest, your engineering profile can range from technological 
expert to company manager. 
 
MASTER IN ELECTRONICS AND ICT ENGINEERING 
TECHNOLOGY 

This master’s programme gives you a broad basis of general skills 
and technical knowledge. The programme prepares you for 
correctly assessing the workings and impact of various technologies. 
You learn to analyse, design and implement analogue and 
digital electronic systems as well as complex information and 
communication systems. 
 

Admission 

To be admitted to the bachelor's programme, you must meet the 
following requirements:  
 
• Diploma requirements > a secondary education diploma that 

allows admission to an academic bachelor’s programme in 
engineering or science  

• Language proficiency > English language certificate (TOEFL, 
IELTS, CAE, CPE) or proof of exemption  

• Mathematics proficiency > General SAT test (minimum score of 
700 on the mathematics section) > ACT test (minimum score of 
30 on the mathematics section) > SOWISO OMPT-D test 
(minimum score of 60%) > Participation in the positioning test 
(for students with a baccalaureat diploma or a recognised 
degree from a European Union country). 

• At the start of the academic year, a mandatory two-week 
introductory course is organised to refresh your knowledge of 
mathematics and chemistry. 

 

 

Career perspectives 

As a master in Engineering Technology, you are prepared to take 
advantage of a whole world of opportunities. You are not only 
specialised in your field of study, but you have also acquired 
diverse competences that allow you to orientate yourself broadly. 
Masters in Engineering Technology are active in the most diverse 
positions, professions and sectors all over the world. They are the 
‘engine’ of innovation in business and society.

Programme  

 
 
 

COURSES ECTS 

Stage 1                                                                           60 

GENERIC ENGINEERING TRAINING                             60 
Fundamentals of Mathematics                                            6 
Mathematical Modelling                                                      3 
Dynamics and Energy                                                         3 
Vibrations and Waves                                                         3 
Chemistry                                                                           6 
Electricity                                                                            5 
Computational Thinking                                                      3 
Biotechnology                                                                    3 
Statics and Strength of Materials                                        6 
Structure, Behaviour and Sustainability of Materials            6 
Electronics                                                                          4 
Enterprises and Ethics                                                        3 
Engineering Experience 1                                                   9 

Stage 2                                                                           60 

GENERIC ENGINEERING TRAINING                             33 
Mathematical Systems                                                       3 
Object-oriented Software Development                              3 
Thermal-Fluid Sciences                                                      6 
Alternating Current Grids                                                    3 
Statistics and Data Management                                        6 
Religions                                                                             3 
Engineering and Economics                                               3 
Engineering Experience 2                                                   6 

SPECIALISATION                                                           27 
Chemical Engineering Technology                                    27 
Electromechanical Engineering Technology                       27 
Electronics and ICT Engineering Technology                     27 

Stage 3                                                                           60 

GENERIC ENGINEERING TRAINING                             18 
Religions1                                                                           3 
Engineering and Sustainability: Philosophy and 
Global Challenges                                                              6 
Engineering Experience 3                                                   9 

SPECIALISATION                                                           42 
Chemical Engineering Technology                                    42 
- Option Chemical Engineering 
- Option Biochemical Engineering 

Electromechanical Engineering Technology                       42 
- Option Design and Manufacturing 
- Option Automation and Mechatronics 

Electronics and ICT Engineering Technology                     42 
- Option Smart Electronics & Software

1 Depending on the specialisation, this course is taught in the 2nd or 3rd 
bachelor.

BACHELOR'S PROGRAMMES TAUGHT IN ENGLISH 

Programme admission: www.kuleuven.be/ 
bachelor-engineering-technology 
General admission: www.kuleuven.be/admissions

http://www.kuleuven.be/programmes/bachelor-engineering-technology
http://www.kuleuven.be/programmes/bachelor-engineering-technology
http://www.kuleuven.be/programmes/bachelor-engineering-technology
http://www.kuleuven.be/admissions
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BACHELOR OF THEOLOGY AND RELIGIOUS STUDIES 

 

Bachelor’s programme (180 ECTS) 

The three-year Bachelor of Theology and Religious Studies explores 
the study of Christianity and world religions. As an intercultural 
programme with students from every part of the globe, it aims for a 
broad development of knowledge in all theological areas whilst 
encouraging specialisation in particular areas of interest. Students 
hone skills in research, communication, cultural engagement and 
inquiry, as well as developing their critical and creative writing skills. 
 
The programme can be followed (by EEA students) on a full-time 
or part-time basis. Upon completion of the bachelor’s programme, 
students can continue into either the one-year master’s programme 
or the two-year research master’s programme. 
 
A reduced programme is available as an Abridged Bachelor of 
Theology and Religious Studies (between 45 and 120 credits); 
programme content and requirements will vary according to each 
candidate’s previous academic formation.  
 

Student profile 

In addition to meeting the general and faculty-specific admission 
requirements, applicants should have: 
 
• an awareness of history, including the ability to relate pieces of 

concrete historical information with one another and locate them 
along a temporal timeline; 

• interest in religious attitudes, customs and traditions; 
• awareness of the public role of religion, rituals and manifestations 

within and outside of one’s own environment; 
• a familiarity with the Christian tradition, the history of the church, 

and the basic vocabulary of the Christian tradition, such as 
‘prophet’, ‘Bible’, Jesus of Nazareth, etc.; 

• the capacity to summarise and apply abstract insights and 
schematic presentations 

• the ability to distinguish between doctrines, rituals, and practices. 
 

Master’s programme 

MASTER OF THEOLOGY AND RELIGIOUS STUDIES 

The one-year master’s programme builds on the bachelor’s formation 
in theology and religious studies. 

This graduate programme provides the opportunity for in-depth 
study of, and independent research into, theological issues and 
various domains of theology and religious studies.  
 
RESEARCH MASTER: MASTER OF ADVANCED STUDIES 
IN THEOLOGY AND RELIGION 

The two-year Research Master is an advanced and primarily 
research-oriented academic degree that prepares you for further 
studies at the doctoral level. The chosen major (Biblical Studies, 
Systematic Theology and the Study of Religions, Theological and 
Comparative Ethics, History of Church and Theology, Pastoral and 
Empirical Theology, or Religious Studies) offers a specialisation route 
that develops individual research skills and is reinforced with a highly 
specific research curriculum and a research-based thesis. This in 
combination with an all-round theological formation leads to a broad 
academic formation. A reduced programme is available: the Abridged 
Research Master (one, two or three semesters). Every successful 
applicant is offered an individualised programme, taking previously 
acquired study points and competencies into account.   
 
A reduced programme of one, two or three semesters is available 
as an abridged research master's. Every successful applicant is 
offered an individualised programme that takes into account 
previously acquired study points and competencies. 
 

Admission requirements 

Students who have successfully completed their secondary 
education can apply for admission to the first phase of the three-
year bachelor’s programme. Prospective students must submit a 
complete online application. The detailed admission requirements 
can be consulted in the KU Leuven programme guide and on the 
Faculty website.  
 

 

Career perspectives 

After graduation, most bachelor’s students decide to continue 
their studies at the Faculty of Theology and Religious Studies by 
going on to obtain a research master’s and often even a doctoral 
degree. Studying at the Faculty of Theology and Religious Studies 
prepares students for a variety of career in sectors such as 
education, research, business, publishing, media, socio-cultural 
and pastoral work. 
 

Faculty of Theology and Religious Studies 

LEUVEN CAMPUS 

Live Open Day: 22 April, 2 September 2023 
Online Open Day: 1 December 2022

Programme admission: www.kuleuven.be/ 
bachelor-theology-religious-studies  
General admission: www.kuleuven.be/admissions

http://www.kuleuven.be/programmes/bachelor-theology-religious-studies 
http://www.kuleuven.be/programmes/bachelor-theology-religious-studies 
http://www.kuleuven.be/programmes/bachelor-theology-religious-studies 
http://www.kuleuven.be/admissions
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COURSES ECTS 

Theological Components  

Every stage students take all the courses on offer from 
the theological components, which are taught in alternate 
years throughout the program.  

A. Biblical Studies  
Old and New Testament Exegesis: Prophets                      3   
Old and New Testament Exegesis: Psalms and Wisdom    3   
Old and New Testament Exegesis: John                             3   
Old and New Testament Exegesis: Pentateuch                   3   
Old and New Testament Exegesis: Synoptics                     3   
Old and New Testament Exegesis: The Apostle Paul, 
His Life and Letters                                                             3   

B. Systematic Theology  
Dogmatic Theology: Christology and Trinity                        6   
Fundamental Theology: Faith and Revelation                      6   
Dogmatic Theology: Creation, Church, 
and Salvation History                                                          6   

C. Theological Ethics  
Sexual and Conjugal Morality                                              6   
Christian Political and Social Ethics                                     6   
Christian Ethics                                                                   6   

D. History of Church and Theology  
History of Church and Theology: Ancient Church                6   
History of Church and Theology: Middle Ages 
and Early Modern Period                                                    6   
History of Church and Theology: Contemporary Period      6   

E. Pastoral Theology  
Catechetics                                                                        6   
Liturgy and Sacraments                                                      6   
Pastoral Theology                                                               6   

Religious Studies Components  

Students take two 'Religious Studies Components' 
in every stage:   

Introduction to Islam                                                           4   
Introduction to Anthropology of Religion                             4   
Introduction to Religious Studies                                         4   
Introduction to Judaism                                                      4 
Introduction to Eastern Religions                                        4 
Introduction to Psychology of Religion                                4

COURSES ECTS 

Philosophical Component  

Every stage of the program, students take one 
Philosophical Component. BA1 students are required to 
take 'Historical Introduction to Philosophy'.  

Historical Introduction to Philosophy                                   6 
Philosophical Anthropology: Continental Approaches         6 
Metaphysics                                                                       6 
Phenomenology                                                                 6 
Epistemology and Philosophy of Science                            6 
Ancient Philosophy                                                             6 
Medieval Philosophy                                                           6 
Modern Philosophy                                                            6 

Guided Individual Work  

Introduction to Theology                                                   14 
Seminar and Paper                                                             6 
Essay                                                                                 6 

Electives  

Students take electives for a minimum of 16 credits, 
throughout the stages of the program.                         16 (+)   

BACHELOR'S PROGRAMMES TAUGHT IN ENGLISH 
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BACHELOR OF PHILOSOPHY  

  
The Institute of Philosophy offers a comprehensive range of BA, 
MA, Research Master and PhD degrees taught in English. Viewed 
collectively, our undergraduate and post-graduate degrees aim to 
familiarise students with the history of philosophy as well as with 
contemporary movements in analytic and continental philosophy so 
that they are able to engage with the fundamental areas of 
philosophical research. 
 

Bachelor’s programme (180 ECTS) 

What’s behind the subtle reasoning of Herman Van Rompuy, 
the former President of the European Council? A bachelor's degree 
in philosophy from Leuven, in the heart of Europe! Structuring 
your own quest for truth, a BA in philosophy will help you orient 
your thoughts about the world around you, and teach you to 
use philosophical skills in analysing contemporary scientific and 
societal debates. 
 
Combine philosophy with a minor 
You can combine philosophy with one of three minors. This way 
you follow two programmes at once, which makes it possible for 
you to continue your studies with a master's in the field of your 
minor. Or you can choose the option ‘Liberal Arts’ and broaden  
your studies with both philosophical and non-philosophical  
elective courses. 
 
• Theology and Religious Studies 
• Educational Studies 
• Liberal Arts (with Language Track German or French) 
 
Why study philosophy in Leuven? 
The institute of Philosophy: 
 
• Covers the entire history of Western philosophy, as well as a 

broad range of topics in both continental and analytic philosophy  
• Ranks 33rd amongst worldwide philosophy programmes in 

2021 according to  QS World University Rankings  
• Hosts a vibrant and cosmopolitan intellectual community with a 

truly international staff and student body  
• Has one of the finest  philosophical libraries in the world and 

houses the famous Husserl-Archives 
• Offers personalised study support and guidance. 
 

Student profile 

The aim of the BA programme is to provide a thorough, broad and 
comprehensive historical and systematic education in philosophy. 
At the same time, the programme seeks to provide students with 
the research skills required for successful written and verbal 
expression in philosophy. You’ll also learn to use philosophical skills 
in analysing contemporary societal debates.  
 
If you possess intellectual curiosity, a strong interest in questions of 
meaning, a capacity for abstract and conceptual thinking as well as 
a critical capacity to examine your own presuppositions and views, 
this is the programme for you. The Institute of Philosophy is proud 
to offer its students a broad philosophical education and a wide 
range of courses and seminars, as well as personalised study 
support and guidance.  
 

Master’s programme 

MASTER OF PHILOSOPHY 

The Master of Philosophy programme crosses the boundaries of all 
philosophical disciplines, traditions, and approaches to help you 
form your own well-rounded view. The programme aims to develop 
students' knowledge of philosophy by exposing them to more 
advanced study of the central issues of the subject and by 
equipping them with the requisite research skills needed to proceed 
to a higher degree. 
 
RESEARCH MASTER OF PHILOSOPHY 

The Research Master of Philosophy programme is primarily 
research-oriented and functions as a first step towards the doctoral 
programme. It focuses firmly on the development of high-level 
independent research. The programme allows you to concentrate 
on a particular field of study, supplemented by courses, seminars, 
and a research-based thesis.  
 
MASTER OF SOCIAL AND CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY 

The two-year Master of Social and Cultural Anthropology offers 
students exciting pathways and critical insights into the 
fundamentals of the discipline and invites them to pursue their 
own scientific enthusiasms and societal concerns in individual 
ethnographic research projects. 
 
 

Institute of Philosophy 

LEUVEN CAMPUS 

Live Open Day: 22 April, 2 September 2023 
Online Open Day: 1 December 2022
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Admission requirements 

The Institute of Philosophy considers applications from all students 
holding a high school diploma that offers access to university-level 
education in their home country. Students may be admitted by 
the Board of Admissions upon consideration of their complete 
application file. Decisions on admission are based on the 
candidate's academic potential (as demonstrated by the complete 
application file including our academic reading and writing 
assignment). Non-native speakers of English are required to provide 
evidence of English proficiency. The Institute of Philosophy accepts 
the following tests as a proof of English proficiency: TOEFL (internet- 
or paper-based test), minimum score: 90 overall (with no subsection 
score below 18); IELTS, minimum score: 6.5 (with no subsection 
score below 5.5); ESOL Cambridge (CAE/CPE), minimum score: 
176 (with no subsection score below 162)  
 
The full admission requirements can be found on the program 
website.  
 

Career perspectives 

Graduates in philosophy go on to careers in many different sectors, 
including business, civil service, politics, education, publishing, media, 
the socio-cultural sector, journalism, academia, and many more.  
 
A wide range of employers seek candidates who are not only well 
grounded in a specific field but are also able to handle the diverse 
challenges arising in a fast-paced workplace. Graduates in 
philosophy are well positioned to think clearly and respond 
effectively to the evolving challenges of contemporary employment. 
 
 

Programme  

 
 
 

COURSES ECTS 

Stage 1                                                                           60 

Logic                                                                                  6 
Ethics                                                                                 6 
Epistemology and Philosophy of Science                            6 
Continental Philosophy                                                       6 
Historical Introduction to Philosophy                                   6 
Research and Writing in Philosophy                                    6 

+ Courses Minor                                                             26 

Stage 2                                                                           60 

Philosophy of Mind                                                             6 
Philosophical Anthropology: Continental Approaches         6 
Metaphysics                                                                       6 
Political Philosophy                                                             6 
Ancient Philosophy                                                             6 
Medieval Philosophy                                                           6 
Philosophy and the Contemporary World                            4 
Philosophical Electives: Choose 2 courses                   4 + 4 

Courses Minor                                                           16-22 

Stage 3                                                                           60 

Phenomenology                                                                 6 
Analytic Philosophy and Philosophy of Language               6 
Modern Philosophy                                                            9 
Bachelor’s Paper with Seminar                                         12 
Philosophical Electives: Choose 2 courses                   4 + 4 
European Perspectives on Religion and Meaning                3 

Courses Minor                                                                16

BACHELOR'S PROGRAMMES TAUGHT IN ENGLISH 

Programme admission: www.kuleuven.be/ 
bachelor-philosophy 
General admission: www.kuleuven.be/admissions

http://www.kuleuven.be/programmes/bachelor-philosophy
http://www.kuleuven.be/programmes/bachelor-philosophy
http://www.kuleuven.be/programmes/bachelor-philosophy
http://www.kuleuven.be/admissions
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ADMISSION 
CONDITIONS 
 
 
Admission to KU Leuven is welcoming and intended to provide 
the greatest possible opportunity for qualified students to prove 
themselves in a challenging academic setting. Our university policy 
is to ensure equal opportunity of access to higher education for 
qualified Belgian students. The university applies the same policy 
to its international students, albeit with additional requirements 
designed to maximise their chances of success at KU Leuven. 
 
The application of this policy is fairly straightforward. By law, 
students who hold a Flemish secondary-school diploma from an 
accredited education institution in Flanders may register directly for 
a bachelor's degree programme with no further formalities, although 
some programmes have an entrance examination (medicine and 
dentistry).  
 
In contrast, international students holding degrees from foreign 
secondary schools must have their diplomas verified as equivalent 
to a Flemish diploma. Diplomas that grant access to higher education 
in a student’s home country usually also grant access to KU Leuven. 
IB and EB qualifications are considered equivalent, as are A-levels, 
although requirements may differ between study programmes. 
 
Some programmes may have additional entry requirements.

HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITIES 
 
 
Leuven offers a variety of different housing opportunities. Most students 
choose to rent a room (‘kot’ in Dutch) in a privately-owned student 
house with shared common spaces and facilities. Look for student 
accommodation that have earned the 'Kotlabel', which ensures that 
the landlord and the building comply with norms regarding the 
quality of living, fire safety, contract and student friendliness. If you 
need any help with this, you can contact Stuvo, KU Leuven's 
Housing Service, for assitance. The university owns and manages 
a number of student residences. A limited number of rooms in these 
residences are reserved for international students. 
 

 
You can also browse the Housing Service’s online database: 
www.kotwijs.be 
 
Will you be studying at one of our campuses? Please check the 
following housing databases for the different cities: 
 
• Brussels: brik.mykot.be/en 
• Ghent: stad.gent/en/international-students/living/ 

accommodation 
• Antwerp: www.studentkotweb.be/en 

www.kuleuven.be/housing-leuven

http://www.kotwijs.be
https://brik.mykot.be/en
https://stad.gent/en/international-students/living/accommodation
https://stad.gent/en/international-students/living/accommodation
https://stad.gent/en/international-students/living/accommodation
http://www.studentkotweb.be/en
http://www.kuleuven.be/housing-leuven


29

READ MORE 
 
 

LIFE AT KU LEUVEN 

Get to know more about student life and the study environment at KU Leuven. 
Find information on accommodations, practical matters, finances, cultural aspects 
and more. 

www.kuleuven.be/life-at-ku-leuven 
 

PROSPECTIVE STUDENTS 

All information for future students is available in one place. You can learn more about 
programmes, admission requirements, tuition fees, etc. 

www.kuleuven.be/prospectivestudents 
 

WHY KU LEUVEN 
Still need convincing? Studying at KU Leuven offers you more than just a highly valued 
diploma. Discover the myriad benefits that will make your time at our university unique! 

www.kuleuven.be/english/why-choose-kuleuven 

MEET OUR STUDENT AMBASSADORS 
We have students on every campus who will be happy to tell you about life in Belgium 
and at KU Leuven. Curious about their experiences? 

Just head over to www.kuleuven.be/chatwithourstudents.

BACHELOR'S PROGRAMMES TAUGHT IN ENGLISH 

“KU Leuven is a community of people; a huge diverse international 
student community that provides a friendly environment away from 
home. You’ll have abundant opportunities to enrich your experience 
outside the lecture rooms and laboratories. Leuven is a cultured and 
beautiful city with a vibrant atmosphere and rich heritage. I don't regret 
coming here, I highly recommend you come to study in Flanders.”  

Tafadzwa Makara

“As someone who has lived 6 years in Leuven as a student and 2 more 
years as a postdoc, I would suggest you to take the opportunity to apply 
for the amazing KU Leuven and come to this beautiful city. It will be a 
very special experience in your life!”  

Mahoor Mehdikhani

http://www.kuleuven.be/life-at-ku-leuven
http://www.kuleuven.be/prospectivestudents
http://www.kuleuven.be/english/why-choose-kuleuven
http://www.kuleuven.be/chatwithourstudents
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KU LEUVEN 
Oude Markt 13 Box 5005 

3000 LEUVEN, Belgium 
www.kuleuven.be/english
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www.kuleuven.be/internationalprogrammes 

www.kuleuven.be/english 

 

MEET OUR STAFF 

www.kuleuven.be/meetusabroad 

 

CHAT WITH OUR STUDENT AMBASSADORS 

www.kuleuven.be/studentambassadors 

 

www.facebook.com/kuleuven 

www.twitter.com/ku_leuven 

www.instagram.com/kuleuven  

 

CONTACT 

admissions@kuleuven.be 

OPEN DAYS 
 
KU Leuven combines the best of both worlds 
by hosting both online and live info sessions. 
You choose how, where and when to get your 
information in your search for the right 
programme. Stay informed about our courses, 
info sessions and open class days 
 
www.kuleuven.be/open-days

http://www.kuleuven.be/english
http://www.kuleuven.be/internationalprogrammes
http://www.kuleuven.be/english
http://www.kuleuven.be/meetusabroad
http://www.kuleuven.be/studentambassadors
http://www.facebook.com/kuleuven
http://www.twitter.com/ku_leuven
http://www.instagram.com/kuleuven
mailto:admissions@kuleuven.be
http://www.kuleuven.be/open-days

